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Schedule changes turn the world upside down 


Schedule changes. 
That is the renowned 
topic of the day. 
Bluntly speaking, | 
- don't care for it. 
Bibianaluevano believe the schedule 
Stace Waites. changes to be, shall | 
dare say, unnecessary, and unwanted? | 
believe | shall. 
First off, | would enjoy pointing 
out that entitling our daily sessions as 
“intervention” rather than the usual 
“advisement” seems a bit baffling to me. 
| guess with the change in time, comes a 
change in its title. Puzzling, is it not? 
Another thing | must point out, is 
that when having intervention after our 


lunch period, it provides the school day 
with a feeling of being dragged out into 
an impossible length of time. 

At least for me that is a bases of truth. 
Especially being a student that is used 
to consistently having advisement after 
first period for two years. 

Another change that can be regarded 
as uncalled for is the 3:36 dismissal 
versus the original 3:30. | just really don't 
see the point of it. 

Six minutes extra of class time? To 
some that may seem like an efficient 
amount of extra time for learning, but 
for me it just seems to complicate things. 

Pertaining to myself, this means that 
six minutes have been deducted from 


the time it takes me to travel across 
town back home to eat something quick 
before heading out to work. Traffic is 
bad enough in the school parking lot, let 
alone throughout town. 

Time will only tell whether or not this 
change is an actual “butterfly effect". 

For some people it will be nothing 
but another small ripple in the waters. 
For others, it can seem as if it is a 
tsunami crashing down on the rocky 
foundation of an old shack, but for me, 
it is something that | come to find as 
both irritating and bothersome. Now 
having art class extended? Then that's a 
different story altogether. 
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Students should be trusted in carrying their 


backpacks toclass 


As the school year began to commence, a lot 
of students were anxious about a few of the 
policy changes that were going to be enforced. 
More specifically, the backpack policy. 

It was thought that backpacks were 
now going to allowed in classrooms since 

teachers were "debating to allow them.” 
Unfortunately, it has been decided that 
backpacks won't be allowed in classrooms after all. 

| feel that this is absolutely ridiculous. First of all, a lot of 
teachers pretty much got all of our hopes up for nothing. 

Secondly, the main reason why backpacks are frowned upon 
in classrooms is because they may cause a threat to school 
safety. Although it is a valid point, | think that it may be an 
overreaction. 

The fear that someone is going to bring “guns or drugs” in 
their backpacks to class is a little absurd. Honestly, if someone 
really wanted to make the terrible choice and go to the 
trouble to bring those kinds of things to school, that person 
would probably figure a way around it anyways. 

If students were allowed to bring backpacks to class, tardies 
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The Viking Saga is the official 
student publication of Northwest 
High School in Grand Island, 
Nebraska. It is printed by the 
Grand Island Independent nine 
times (monthly) throughout the 
school year. The paper is a member 
of the Nebraska High School Press 
Association. 
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Outside submissions, suggestions, 
or letters to the editor are welcome 
and encouraged. They may be 
brought to room 32, or emailed to 
Ms. Kavan at bkavan@ginorthwest. 
org Any and all submissions must 
be signed for them to be considered 
for publication, and the editor 
reserves the right to edit or print 
any submissions. 
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would happen less frequently. Students wouldn't have to go 
all the way back to their lockers to get books. 

Four minutes of passing period isn’t enough time if your 
next class is in Mrs. McNeel’s, your locker is all they way by 
Mr. Stein's room, and you just got out of Ms. Ruth's class. 

Some teachers are real sticklers when they see students 
sharing lockers. Lockers get cluttered, and sometimes books 
get stuck. If students were allowed to bring backpacks to class, 
students wouldn't really have a reason to share lockers. 

Teachers have a lot of excuses as to why students can't have 
backpacks in class; it’s a distraction in class or large classes would 
have too much clutter. If you ask me, it’s really not a big deal. 

Not every student would bring a backpack to class. As long 
as the backpack is out of the way and not bothering anyone, it 
should be allowed in class. 

Theft would go down too. People usually like to steal from 
lockers, but if one were to just keep things with them at all 
times, it wouldn't be as big of an issue. 

It doesn’t seem fair that a privilege must be taken away just 
because of a few obnoxious students. | believe we should have 
the right to carry around backpacks to class. 
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What’s What at Northwest 


Students have many different 
organizations to choose from. 


Angelica Carlini 


Aps Manacer 


Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
is the largest youth led organization 
in the U.S. They spend a lot of time 
preparing for contests out of town and 
they have people qualify for the state 
competition in Lincoln. FFA is alsoa 
great way to meet new people with 
similar interests and to also expand 
your knowledge of agriculture. 


Sponsor- Mrs. Brondel 

contact if interested- Jeremy Kroeger 
Meetings- 2nd Tuesday of every month 
2at7pm 


Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA) is known for creating 


History of the Mo 


Sept 1, 1939- Hitler invaded Poland which began WWII 

Sept 3, 1838- Frederick Douglass began his escape from slavery 
Sept 5, 1774- First Continental Congress in Philadelphia 

Sept 16, 1620- Mayflower departs from England 


School History: An annual school leadership retreat began in 1987 and went until 

at least 1994. Sixty students that were leaders in their respective clubs, sports, and 
organizations were chosen by staff to stay overnight at Camp Augustine. They were 
broken up into teams in which they performed various activities and talked about 


student concerns. 


business leaders for tomorrow. They 
do fundraising, community service 
projects, and travel to conferences 
around Nebraska to improve skills such 
as communication, time management, 
and public speaking. They will also 
compete at the State Leadership 
Conference in Omaha this April. 


Sponsor-Mrs. Lewandowski 
Who to contact if interested- Liz 
Galliart or Angelica Carlini 
Meetings- Sundays at 6 pm 


Mock Trial is a great activity to be 
involved in if you're interested in the 
legal system. Each team consists of 
three lawyers, three witnesses, and 
two alternates. They travel to different 
courtrooms in Nebraska and present 


Alyssa Lilienthal 
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that radiated from the fair 
workers showed how much 


and rides. 

The smell of fried things 
and lemons filled noses as 
people walked around enjoyin 
themselves. The summer heat 


children, and 
parents as they 
waited in line. 

The sound of 
mixed music rolled 
off the rides and 
games. Curiosity 
took some people 
over to see the 
smallest lady. 

“| think it's fun to 
go because you get 
to hang out with 
friends and ride rides 
and see the different 
things they have,” = 
freshman Amanda 
Decker said. 

“They havea 


The amount of pure energy 


passion was put into the games 


radiated off the bodies of teens, 
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a fake court case. It’s a successful 
program, being three-time consecutive 
district champs. 


Sponsor- Mr. Gibson 

Who to contact if interested- Laura 
Springer 

Meetings- Sundays at 2pm 


The Student Secular Alliance (SSA) 
is a minority of irreligious people that 
have a chance to voice opinions and 
talk with other like-minded people. 
They attend Apostacon September 20 — 
22 to listen to Richard Dawkins speak. 


Sponsor- Mr. Mills 

Who to contact if interested- Makena 
Kelly 

Meetings- Sundays at1o am 


Students and staff 
enj oy aday at the fair 


more variety of rides compared to 
last year and side attractions too,” 
junior Rose Otero said. 

“| enjoyed the Chicago concerts; 
they played for two hours straight 
and only had two breaks and the 
drummers had a playoff during 
one of the breaks,” music teacher 
Cindy Coe said, but then sighed, 

“| was disappointed and surprised 
ig with the freak shows, but the food 
was great; there was a lot more 
food than ever.” 


Anew thrill ride ‘brings a splash to the fairgoers. 
It was popular with many Northwest students. 


Northwest celebrates 
fifty years of memories 


50 years ago, Northwest was just a bustling high school that was built due to over- 
population at Senior High. But now, it has grown to a size that was once thought to be 
unimaginable. 

To start off the year, our school’s soth anniversary was kicked off with the largest fresh- 
man class ever to have walked the halls of Northwest. On Northwest's very first day of 
school in 1963, about 250-300 students made up the student population. This year's first 
day of school welcomed close to 800 Vikings. 

Northwest's history began when communication went out to group of students at 
Grand Island Senior High. The principal explained that these students were no longer able 
to attend Senior High school and they hadto find themselves a new schoo! to attend in 
the fall of 1963. 

Northwest as it is known today—just a large crowded schoo! where it is almost impos- 
sible to get out of--was once just a small country school as described by history teacher 
and alum Mike Shafer. 

“[The school was] surrounded by cornfields with hardly any houses. We were pretty 
much out in the country,” Shafer said. 

Northwest began to undergo construction. It opened its doors that fall and there was 
only one small problem: the gym wasn't finished. This wasn't necessarily a downside since 
the very first homecoming was celebrated with a bonfire thanks to the unfinished roof. 

If students think that the every day dress code now is strict, they might not be ableto 
imagine what it was like back in the day. Girls were allowed to wear only dresses or skirts 
while the boys had to wear dress shirts and dress shoes: no t-shirts or tennis shoes. Anoth- 
er big difference was hair; regardless of the gender, hair wasn’t allowed to touch the collar. 

The number of school clubs and activities has changed as well. In the beginning, girls 
were not allowed to play any sports at all. The very first sport to allow girls to participate 
was track. FFA and sports like basketball, football, and track, as well as lettering for sports 
for boys only) were popular activities that are still around. 

“Football and baskeball games always had to be away,” Shafer described how home 
games were handled while the gym was being finished. 

Avery notable difference was that choir and band were considered extracurricular ac- 
tivities. They were not offered as classes like they are today. 

The school has also expanded much of its building. To get an idea of Northwest's origi- 
nal size, it was from the old gym all the way to the chemistry lab. In fifty years, the size 
has almost doubled. 

The first students had the honor of starting many of the traditions that are still cel- 
ebrated today. 

“The first [graduating] class is the onethat chose the Viking mascot and colors,” Shafer 
said. 

Northwest has grown considerably in the last 50 years, but the school's tradition of 
excellence hasn't changed at all and it won't change in the next 50 years. 


Spread by Melissa Frias, Angelica Carlini, and Laura Springer 
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Mackenzie Burnham 


Activities: Volleyball, Track, 14 Karat 
Gold, Musical, & National Honor 
Society 

Favorite Food: Peanut Butter 


Courtney Lierman 

sident, Student 
dership Tomorrow, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Board, 
National Honor Society, & 
Community Health Charities 
Favorite Food: Nachos & Tacos 


Cana 


McKenzie Brown 


Activities: Volleyball, Basketball, 
National Honor Society, & Fellowship 
of Christian Athlet 


Favorit od: Peanut Butter 


Laura Springer 
Activities: Softball, Basketball, Soccer, 
Student Council, Mock Trial, 14 Karat 
Gold, Musical, One-Act, National Honor 
Society, FCA, Quiz Bowl, & 
Science Olympiad 
Favorite Food: Alfredo Pasta & Cookies 


Nathan Adams 


Activities: Marching Band, Pep Band, 
Jazz Band, Show Band, 14 Karat Gold, 
A Capella, Chamber Singers, Men’s 
Ensemble, Student Training, One-Act, 
& National Honor Society 

Favorite Food: Fried Ice Cream 


Chas Canfield 
Activities: Football, Golf, One-Act, & 
44 Karat Gold Crew 


Favorite Food: Mexican & Chinese 


FOOTBALL QUEEN 


Travis Bieber 


Activities: 14 Karat Gold Show Band, 
Jazz Band, Marching Band, Cross 
Country, Track, & National Honor 
Society 

Favorite Food: Will eat just about 
anything 


Clark Pohimeier 


Activities:Future Business Leaders of 
America, National Honor Society, 
Karat Gold, Musical, Track, & One-Act 
: Italian & Mexican 


FOOTBALL KING 


Agendas: Where Art Thou? 


Jennifer Clement 
STAFF WRITER 


The agendas have been a big deal to the students 
and teachers since they were enforced at Northwest 
High School. They were needed to write down 
homework assignments and there were always 
overused bathroom and hall passes. 

With the start of the new school year, there 
were some changes. Students this year did not 
receive agendas. Some students were alright with 
the fact that agendas were not given out, like junior 
Lakiesha Heider. 


“| think that it is okay [that we don't have 
the agendas] because | did not really use them 
a lot. Plus, | think that at our age we need to be 
responsible for our assignments. We also have the 
iPads [to write information down]. Isn't that one of 
the reasons we have them?" Heider said. 

Some students never touched their agendas. Their 
copy either gathered dust at the bottom of their 
lockers, or went missing halfway through the school 
year. Some students thought they were a waste of 
tax payers’ dollars. 

Others thought differently. The students 
who did use the agendas, want them back. They 

used them to write down 


Parental Supervison Required 


Get an inside look on students who have to face their parents everyday, whether 
they want to or not. We asked Business Manager Sharon Placke and her daughter 


Katie, senior, about their feelings on it. 
Mrs. Placke 


What do you like 
most about seeing 
Katie at achool? | 
get to beinvolved 
in her school day 
and it’s always nice 
to see her in the 
hallway. 


What's the hard- 
est part? People 
may think that | treat her different 
because she’s my daughter but I try to 
treat her like any other student. 


What will it be like when Katie 
leaves for college? It will be differ- 
ent because | won't bea part of her 
education system anymore. 


Katie 


What do you like most 
about having your mom at 
school? Whenever | forget 
stuff she can bring it to 
me. | also never have to go 
to the nurse. 


How to you address her? 
Mom or Mrs. Placke? 
Mom. 


Will you miss her when you leave for 
college? Yes, | will miss seeing her 
every day and sheis always there 
when | need to talk to her. 


Angelica Carlini 


Avs MaNacEer 


important things that they 
would normally forget. A lot 
of people just gave up and 
bought their own. 

Sophomore Kengy Boersen 
is one of those who liked the 
agendas. 

“Lused them to write 
down my homework but 
now | forget [that | have 
assignments due]. | used 
them to take notes. But it's 
nice not having to worry 
about bathroom passes,” 
Boersen. 

While people picked sides 
between being happy that the 
school no longer had agendas, 
or mad because the agendas 


said 


Past age 


ndas gather dust in the recycling bin. Many 
were disaponted when they did not receive this 
year’s agenda. 


are gone, some people stayed neutral. Like junior 
Cody Bristow. 

“It doesn't really affect me because | only used 
them for homework and hall passes. Now we have 
the lanyards in every class to use and | just use an 
extra notebook to write down all my assignments,” 
Bristow said. 

Some people think that the lanyards and having 
to sign out of their classes are a waste of time. They 
say that they could go to their locker faster than 
signing their name and saying where they are going. 

The agendas have affected people both good and 
bad. Some people were thrilled while others were 
annoyed. It will just be a matter of time before 
people get used to the school board's choice. 
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Shottld I wear a 

white stut to prem 

or a grey suit: 
Prom Problem 


Well for starters, you 
want to see which one 
would match your date’s 
outfit first; if after you 
do that and you still can’t 
decide, think of your 
grade. If it's your junior 
year, mellow it down; 

go with the grey. Now, 

if it's your senior year, 
you want to go all out, so 
wear the white! 


Wow do LI ask a 
person out? 


“Single Problems 


Well, sometimes you can 
figure this out by the 
gender of the person you 
are trying to ask out. If it’s 
a girl, you might want to 
buy her some flowers, or 
make her a big sign. Ask 
her out in a way that she 
will remember for ever. 
Now, if it’s a boy, you 
might want to look for 
hints, because boys are 
confusing. 


Zest? Need Guidance? 
Ash Bon Bon! 


Look for the box in 
the main hallway; 
please drop your 
questions there! 


Ask Bon Bon <3 


Wew do LT get out 
of shell? 
-Shy Problems 


There are so many people 
out there who keep to 
themselves. Well, your 
first step would have to be 
to smile. Everyone loves a 
smiling face, and a happy 
person makes you more 
approachable. Say hi to 
everyone: one welcoming 
word will lead to many 
conversations. And sooner 
than you think, you'll 
have a new friend. 


There is this 
cricket outside ray 
winders its deen 
Char. eve, IC 
for bie) Last sect! 
L am going to lose 

rtd! “Lf I kill 
it, is that cricket- 
Side? 

-Unrim 


| would say no. The 
cricket is disturbing the 
peace. You have the right 
to kill it. But your real 
question should be: where 
are you going to find the 
cricket? 


Love you all. 


Kyler Janecek I 


STAFF Writer 


You're probably not going to 
believe me, so | suggest you do this 
yourself so you don't have to take 
my word for it; go onto Google 
search and type in “characters that” 
Your second result is “characters 
that should be in Injustice”, isn’t it? 
Don't lie. You know I'm right. 

Ah, yes, the character roster- the 
number one discussion topic of 
gaming. With a game like /njustice: 
Gods Among Us, it doesn’t matter 
how many characters you have; 
everyone is going to have their own 
ideas on how to make it better. 

Characters that do appear include 
all the iconic heroes and villains; 
Batman, Superman, Joker, Flash, and 
Luthor all appear- as well as stranger 
choices such as Green Arrow, Black Adam, and 
the astoundingly stupid inclusion of Solomon 
Grundy, who the world only knows because 
of one boss fight from Batman: Arkham City. | 
could rant about this, but why would | bother 
saying stuff that everyone else and their dog has 
already said on the Internet? 

Instead, lets talk about the story mode. To 
summarize, it's pretty okay. It takes place mostly 
in an alternate universe, where Superman is evil, 
as are more of the Justice League. The Batman 
of this universe has to stand up for what's right 
with his new best friend, Lex Luthor, who is 
pretty much Bruce Willis now. 

The story mode tells of the normal DC 
characters venturing into this alternate universe, 
to combat Superman's evil regime. It has twelve 
chapters and forces you to play through each 
one as a specific character. As well as this, there 
is a classic mode in which you fight through a 
handful of enemies, and then get certain endings 
for characters. The gameplay modes aren't 
particularly unusual or surprising, and should be 
entertaining enough. 

The game really stands out in its combat, 


How do you say that again? 


New est DCfi ghter does no Injustice 


Solomon Grundy holds Wonder Woman in a choke hold 
above the menacing streets of Regime Metropolis. 


Photo from News.softpedia.com 
however. There are the usual lame parts, like 
special moves, but then there are some real 
spectacles- rare moments in which you get to 
throw a character into another part of an arena 
absolutely make the game, and never get old to 
pull off and watch. 

It's not all bliss and perfection, though. 
The story mode can feel like it's dragging on 
sometimes, even though its way too short in 
actuality. Combat can get way too repetitive, 
and you'll run out of stuff to do sooner than 
you'd think. The character menu can also seem 
extremely limiting as | mentioned before. Some 
DLC (Downloadable Content) characters are 
joining the party soon, which should liven things 
up a bit, but this only delays the problem. 

Still, the game is fun. And if you play it 
alongside the iOS version, it becomes even more 
fun. | could go on for hours about all the flaws 
and shortcomings, but at the end of the day, 
it's fun to repeatedly smash various overpower 
superheroes against a wall with Joker's crowbar, 
dewlling on the fact that this will never, ever 
happen in any other game or comic ever. If that's 
not all you need to achieve happiness, at least 
one of us needs psychiatric help. 
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Fall into a Deal at Dinsdale 


Specilall for Northwest Students! 
$10) Oil Change with Student ID 


